
     A new enthusiasm:  Traditional/Celtic Music

     Where did Alan’s interest in folk/traditional/Celtic music come from?  
The New York City subway, which he explored on-line, learning all of 
the routes,  stations and history.  At some point, he found a web page 
listing all of the musical groups that had auditioned for and received 
approval to play in subway stations. He then listened to their music on 
YouTube, and started discussing the different genres he heard. Hear-
ing the contradance band “The Flying Garbanzos” play at Sheep Hill 
was a crucial experience - music he could enjoy and not fear would 
overwhelm him!  He was par-
ticularly taken with the percus-
sion and percussionist, Josh 
Pisano (who had also gone to 
McCann, and used to play with 
Alan’s future electrical theo-
ry teacher, Bob Davis).  And 
when the idea of drumming 
lessons was floated, it received 
an answer of “maybe” (which 
means “yes”; “I’m not sure” 
means “no”).  

     Under Josh’s tutelage, Alan 
has made remarkable prog-
ress. He hopes eventually 
to be able to join the “MoCA 
Jam” - a group that plays every 
Saturday at the Lickety Split 
Café. Alan takes his doumbek 
(a Middle Eastern hand drum) 
with him to many places; in 
this picture, he is drumming at 
10,000 feet in Wyoming.

The McCann Years
    Moving from Mount Greylock to McCann for 9th grade was a leap 
into the unknown - away from a school Alan had attended for two 
years, from a class that included peers he had known and had known 
him since day care and preschool.  It has proven to be an excellent 
choice (apart, Alan would say, from the lack of a consistent theater 
program at McCann...). He has found a home in the Electrical Shop, 
and has been able to fulfill his potential in the academic program un-
der the guidance of Mr. Lincourt and his subject teachers.  

Some highlights:

     The never-ending 
stream of 9th and 10th 
grade social studies index 
cards, including those that 
finally allowed Alan to come 
to terms with the existence 
of money.  

     Health class in 9th grade with Mr. Madden - Alan excelled at hu-
man anatomy, a subject where a good memory and a long-standing 
interest in first aid are very useful!
     The tenth grade term paper on genocide in Rwanda.  Alan read  
extensively for this project, and learned a great deal about horrors and 
heroism.
     The summer reading books “Touching Spirit Bear” and “Dog On It”, 
both carefully chosen by Alan and greatly enjoyed.
     Writing a creation myth about the Adirondacks for 11th grade ... 
Considering how the green light at the end of the dock in “The Great 
Gatsby” would have been wired...  Reading “The Crucible” and then, 
later, sitting at the lighting board for the production of this play at Wil-
liams College.

The senior project!

P.O.I.s
     “Persons of Interest” came to replace “Idols” in  
Alan’s mental landscape.  P.O.I.s are peers rather 
than adults, and, as with idols, Alan chose well.  
Among the P.O.I.s are Adam Miller and Patrick Mad-
den of Mt. Greylock, Ben Raimer, Nate Guttmann, 
and Kristin Gregory of McCann, Matt Hosek, Olivia 
Wang, Jonathan Wosen, and Anh Nguyen of Wil-
liams, and Alan’s cousins Michael Dunlavey, Sarah 
Fields and Hannah Williams.
     P.O.I.s often play a large role in Alan’s “scenarios” - hypothetical 
situations with dialogue that is repeated and refined with repetition.  
Some of these scenarios eventually get written down in the form of 
scenes from plays.

Accomplishments
(yes, this is bragging, but we are all very proud of Alan!)

What’s up, Ms. Accetta?
This is not a rhetorical question!
I really want to know what’s up!

Ms. Accetta, most of your ideas 
are good ones.  This one is not.

OH NO!  Not another BQ!  
(a frequently heard exclamation from Mr. Lincourt)

Excerpts from Progress Reports 
Rich Lincourt

6-10-11  While in shop Alan will regularly start familiar jobs and complete 
them with 90% independence; this includes stripping wires, hammering sta-
ples, screwing in screws, and running wires, to name a few. When doing these 
tasks Alan has needed less in the way of “de-stress” activities.

11-9-12  Alan is communicating needs and evaluating, with teachers, areas to 
improve and areas where he is doing well.  He still depends on adult interven-
tion on things like sharpening a pencil or getting started on difficult assign-
ments but he is focusing a lot of his energy on social interactions and staying 
focused on day-to-day routines. When Alan feels comfortable he is very vocal 
in ELA and Life Science.

1-25-13  Alan has dealt with stressful situations this quarter with maturity and 
has shown progress completing work independently.  He has been self-suffi-
cient in History and contributes in all classes with greater frequency.  Alan does 
depend on staff sporadically but when expectations are clearer he usually finds 
his way independently.


