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     The focus of Alan’s program this fall has been on his transi-
tion to Side by Side ... 
     During circle it is clear that he is looking at the people 
around him because he enjoys playing a game which requires 
the children to imitate the motions of each other.  He will imi-
tate the more obvious movements such as stamping of feet, 
shaking of heads, clapping of hands, etc. When it is his turn to 
initiate a motion he will independently move one foot or pat 
his right hand on the floor.  He is more distracted by his sur-
roundings when the singing stops and the talking begins... 
     Alan has begun to play with his peers if the play is physi-
cal, such as running or playing ring around the rosie.  He en-
joys chasing other children and will frequently yell after them 
“Come, ______”.
     This fall has been a rich experience for everyone in the 
class.  As one four year old aptly said to Alan when he arrived 
late one day, “The class wasn’t the same without you.”

April 2000 3-Year Evaluation 
Fern Murtagh

     Alan has an extraordinarily good memory.   This strength is in-
valuable for him because he learns tasks by verbally stating what he 
needs to do.  As he performs the tasks he narrates the steps aloud as 
he executes them. Socially, his memory has benefitted him because 
it affects his peers’ perception of him. They are impressed that Alan 
knows things which they do not know.
     As positive as his sharp memory is, there are also drawbacks 
with having such a good memory.  The knowledge which he has 
memorized tends to hide his areas of need and has created splin-
tered skills.  In particular, he does well on tasks which require 
him to memorize facts, but applying the facts is hard for him.  His 
acute memory also presents difficulty in his ability to generalize his 
knowledge.  He had trouble answering questions when the ques-
tions were phrased differently than he was taught. Also, since he 
uses his memory when he does various physical tasks he isn’t flex-
ible when something goes wrong.  For example, he has been taught 
to open and close scissors when he cuts paper.  When his fingertips 
slip of  the scissors’ holes he continues the motion of opening and 
closing his hand...
     Screening out distractions is hard for Alan. He is easily distracted 
by objects in his environment, pictures, and certain movements. He 
frequently perseverates on objects with which he is fascinated, to 
the extent that he isolates himself from others in the room...
     Alan knows many interesting facts. He enjoys sharing these facts 
with people one on one.  Even though he knows many things he 
does have a difficult time retrieving words and formulating sentenc-
es in order to share his knowledge.

May 2003 3-Year Evaluation 
Beth Hayes

     Alan was evaluated in 9 sessions ... Although Alan 
was usually agreeable and cooperative,during one ses-
sion he announced “I won’t do it” or “I refuse” part 
way through several tasks.  This occurred at a time 
when he had also been testing limits in the classroom 
and expressing interest in all the possible consequenc-
es of refusing to do required work...
     Alan is an endearing second grader who has many 
good academic skills. On this testing, he showed sig-
nificant strengths in basic reading skills and basic writ-
ing skills including spelling and editing... The results 
of formal testing do not fully capture Alan’s academic 
abilities or unique style of learning.

Recommendations include:
- Provide reminders or prompts about strategies for 
approaching work or solving problems.  Connect new 
skills and activities to familiar ones.
- Provide advanced notice and explain reason for 
changes in the routine or schedule.
- Provide several examples or practice items when in-
troducing a new skill or using a new format.
- Provide something Alan can hold and manipulate 
quietly while he is listening to keep his hands occu-
pied.
- Teach Alan specific reading comprehension skills, 
such as recognizing and searching for the main idea 
and checking to make sure the passage makes sense to 
him.  When reading, stop periodically to discuss the 
story and ask comprehension questions including in-
ferential and opinion questions.

November 2001 Progress Report 
Jane Culnane

     Alan is having a fantastic kindergarten year.  He is interact-
ing with classmates with prompts, and sometimes spontane-
ously. He is excited about learning to read.  This is a talent and 
interest that he can share with his classmates.  Most impor-
tant, he appears happy.
     Nancy and I have the opportunity to brainstorm often.  It is 
wonderful working with her because she comes up with great 
ideas and takes a critical look at presented ideas. Ideas that 
she views as feasible, she follows up on immediately...
     Our main focus has been on helping to structure and adapt 
the classroom and activities so that they meet his need espe-
cially in the social area. Bonnie now has an activity time with 
board games so Alan has the opportunity to interact with 
one or two children.  The children in Bonnie’s class have been 
wonderful with Alan.  Alan’s slow response to questions or 
requests can cause some children to move right along as chil-
dren this age are apt to do, but this class has some children 
that are very patient. They will wait for a response, repeat a 
question as needed, and encourage Alan.  He basically has no 
escape! 

May 2003 Physical Therapy Evaluation 
Karen Blazjewski

     Alan is a very curious and inquisitive child who has a great 
sense of humor.  In therapy he enjoys self-testing activities and 
motor tasks if they are appropriately challenging.  If an activ-
ity is too challenging, Alan usually shuts down.  He has become 
very adept at avoidance, such “dawdling”, if he knows that he will 
be asked to perform anything that might be too difficult. He is, 
however, learning to use conversation if he does not like a par-
ticular game or activity. Recently, he began “dawdling” to avoid 
coming to PT, something he usually enjoys, when there had been 
no apparent incident to precipitate this avoidance. His teach-
ing assistant, Nancy, and the therapist, Karen, sat down with 
him and discussed the importance of talking to the teachers or 
therapists if something is bothering him. He immediately let the 
therapist know that he was afraid of the “hopscotch” mat because 
it looked slippery.  He helped the therapist modify the game to 
eliminate the use of the mate, and the problem was resolved.  He 
is now able to discuss preferences and interests more freely and is 
no longer “dawdling”, but rather is once again enjoying himself in 
therapy...
     Alan has made, and continues to make, tremendous improve-
ments in the areas of balance, strength, motor control, body 
awareness, and coordination... The important factors of gross 
motor development to consider for Alan are to make sure that 
he has the skills necessary to continue to become independently 
functional, both in daily living skills and in recreation, and also 
to make sure that his self-esteem is being fostered through his 
ability to participate with his peers as well as finding one or two 
activities in which he can be proficient.

 “What is Nancy in charge of?”
Alan (after long and careful thought):  

“Nancy is in charge of laughing.”

May 2003 Speech Evaluation 
Tracy Holcomb

    Alan benefited from hearing why were doing the testing and 
what was expected from him at the onset of each session. A strat-
egy Alan used to give himself more time to process information 
was to say the test item again to himself or aloud. Making people 
laugh, learning new vocabulary words, and learning the reasons 
why something was happening were motivating elements for 
Alan...
     Some areas that need improvement are: being easily distracted, 
interrupting conversations, disturbing ongoing activities, showing 
anxiety with a group of children, fidgeting or moving excessively, 
and not listening to what other say.  Having a high self-esteem, 
getting along with others, controlling his temper, and being happy 
are among Alan’s many strengths.
     The examiner was in Alan’s classroom the other day; another 
child at his table looked at Alan’s paper and copied some of his 
answers. When asked what he was doing, the child stated “I am 
copying from Alan’s paper”. The examiner said “Why?”.  The child 
appropriately said “Because Alan is smart”. 

“What will happen if I pull the fire alarm?”   
(possibly the most-asked question of the early 2000s)

“And when I did bad behavior, the teacher locked me in the supply closet”
A stunned silence followed at the dinner table, as this did not accord in any way with what we knew of Maureen Andersen!  

A big grin appears ... “I was fictioning.”

Alan’s Schedule
In the fall of 2001, Alan’s Grandma showed him how she 
sometimes writes out a schedule to help her coordinate the 
timing of preparing several different dishes for dinner. As she 
had suspected he would be, Alan was fascinated; with her 
help he soon mastered working backwards in time to know 
when to start an activity, and he then went on to draw up 
his own schedules for particular days. Here’s part of one of 
them, followed by a transcription.

One of Alan’s physical proficiencies 
was developing: hiking.  Here he is in 
the Adirondacks, with pieces of socks 
around his knees to protect them from 
scrapes when he fell (which happened 
often in those days), sitting at the base 
of a waterfall and eating chocolate from 
Putnam Camp.

ThursDay 0800 to 22:30

    0100 sill aseep 
    0800 go to bath room 
    0900 Math prooblem 
    1000 Snak 
    1100 Math 
    1200 Lnch 
    1300 go to Gardin 
    1400 Look at clok
    1500 get snak redy 
    1530 eat snaks 
    1600 chek tires & Ride Bike 
    1630 sart Srpper 

This is Alan’s first figurative 
drawing, done at school. After 
a discussion at circle time of 
what shapes would be used 
to draw a zebra, he sat down 
and drew this without assis-
tance. At home, he told us he 
had drawn a head, mouth, eye, 
neck, body, and legs. This ze-
bra needs lots of legs (nine, to 
be precise), perhaps to help it 
run fast.

Highway maps
     One of Alan’s long-standing ‘enthusiasms’ is high-
ways and road signs. He has always enjoyed poring 
over road atlases and, more recently, Google Maps.
     He starting drawing maps with simple circuitous 
lines in Side-by-Side, and these grew more complicat-
ed. Some of them are labeled with their numbers in the 
example below. If you look carefully, you will find Route 
2, which passes near our house, and Interstate 91 (I-
91) which runs down the Connecticut River valley.

picture). His regular mount was Magic, a small pony who also went 
by the name of Herman when he misbehaved. The Equus program 
is fortunate to have many dedicated volunteers; Richard Criddle 
was a regular with Alan and Magic.   
    Alan took to riding very quickly and easily, and enjoyed it very 
much. It also allowed him to show us that he has a very good 
sense of balance and rhythm!

Alan and the ÜberOrgan
   One of the Alan’s favorite exhibits at Mass MoCA was Tim Hawkinson’s 
ÜberOrgan, which occupied the football-field sized room 5 at MassMoCA 
was on display for about a year through October of 2001. It is probably 
best described as a cross between several giant bagpipes and a huge 
player piano. Here’s how it works: an air pump sends air up into the large 
bulbous white bag at the center top of the picture. From this big bag the 
air moves through 12 different tubes. Each of these tubes brings air into 
a large bladder, and each bladder is attached to a long silver horn. When 
a valve at the base of the horn opens, air flows from the bladder past a 
vibrating reed into the horn, which gives off a deep low note. Since sev-

eral of the horns can play their notes at the same time, and the notes echo 
around the room, the sounds can be a bit overwhelming. In fact, the first 
two times we visited the ÜberOrgan, Alan couldn’t make it past the en-
trance to the room!
     What Alan couldn’t see from the entrance is that halfway down the room 
is the player-piano component of the ÜberOrgan. We told him about it, and 
finally, on the third visit, Alan seized his mother’s hands and clamped them 
firmly over his ears, and walking carefully so they wouldn’t trip over each 
other, they made their way to the “brains” of the instrument. A continuous 
very long roll of semi-transparent film moves up and down through rollers 
on the ceiling and the floor. This long roll is painted with rows of black spots 
and stripes. As the roll passes over a line of twelve light sensors, any spot 
of black paint prevents light from reaching the sensor it covers. When this 
happens, the sensor switches on one of the valves, which makes one of the 
horns sound its note. So the pattern of black spots and stripes determines 
which horns will sound and for how long. 
     Once Alan had discovered the control center for 
the ÜberOrgan, he visited it frequently over the fol-
lowing year. He was sad to hear that it was to be 
removed and replaced with a new installation in 
October of 2001. But that sad occasion became 
a happy one: Richard Criddle, who is the head of 
installations for Mass MoCA, was a volunteer for 
the Equus riding program and knew about Alan’s 
fascination with the ÜberOrgan, and he invited us 
to come watch them take it down. So on October 
29th Alan paid a special visit to MassMoCA, and 
watched as people climbed ladders, took down 
wires, and moved crates next to each big balloon-
like air bag. Alan got the privilege of playing the last 
notes on the ÜberOrgan before it was taken down, 
and then Richard spoke into his walkie-talkie. He 
said “John, turn off the ÜberOrgan!”. Without the 
air input, all of the tubes and bags full of air started 
sagging, and the ÜberOrgan was silent.

     Alan participated in the Equus Horse-
back riding program at Oak Hollow Stables 
in Williamstown. His instructor was Kate 
Fassel, who had worked with him on Phys-
ical Therapy since his first year (she want-
ed horse people to know that Alan’s leg 
position is usually much better than in this 

Supper list
    1635 get pies ready 
    1640 cook pies 
    1655 get rice ready 
    1700 cook rice 
Bisy time
    1715 telapone call 
    1730 get vctbls ready
    1745 cook vctbls 
    1755 say oh dear 
    1800 eat   
    1920 bath time 
    2000 get redy for bed 
    2010 read a book 
    2030 go to bed 
    2230 say Im not aseep yet

Alan went cross-country skiing 
at Prospect Mountain once or 
twice a week during the win-
ter. He was amazingly quick on 
steep uphills, but steep down-
hills were difficult.  

Alan and Sarah-
the-dog have 
had a wonder-
ful relationship 
since she ar-
rived as a pup-
py in 2000.  


