
Alan’s fifth grade electricity project reflects his obsession with traffic 
signals and foreshadows his choice of specialty at McCann Tech:

 
Electricity is incredibly exciting because it 
makes things I like work. Electrical energy 
provides power for devices such as televisions, 
night lights, and traffic signals. That’s why I 
made a traffic signal for my project. 
 In class I learned that electrical current 
flows in circuits.  An open circuit has a break 
and current cannot flow across it. A closed cir-
cuit is a circuit with no breaks and current can 
flow and make a device work. Switches open 
and close circuits and so they turn things on 
and off. 
 I also learned how light bulbs work. Each 
light bulb has two terminals. One is attached 
to the positive side of a power source, and the 
other is attached to the negative side of the 
same power source. When the circuit is closed, 
current flows through a filament. When this 
happens, the filament gets really hot and gives off light. 
 My project, the traffic signal, has three light bulbs. Each one has 
its own circuit and switch. However, I only had one power source. So 
I made three parallel circuits connected to the one power source. The 
lights are dimmer than they would be if I had three power sources and 
three serial circuits. However, having one power source is better in some 
ways because there is always power for all three lights. If my traffic sig-
nal had three separate circuits and power sources, the batteries for one 
of them might fail. Then the traffic signal might be able to shine a green 
or yellow light but no red light. In that situation, there might be an acci-
dent!

Bad Behavior and Consequences 
     In third grade, the “Time of Bad Behavior”, as Alan later 
wrote about it, went into full swing.  He began threatening to 
kick the teacher and being loud and disruptive in class, and 
was sent out of the room quite regularly. His distress at the 
time outs and trips to the principal’s office made it hard to un-
derstand, at first, that much of this behavior was triggered by 
math, which he had always previously enjoyed.  
     With the help of thoughtful, insightful and patient work 
from Kate Seid, Jane Culnane, Nancy LaCasse, and Kelly 
Galusha in the 4th grade classroom, Alan gradually changed 
course and became a contributing and positive member of 
the group.  He was still distracted by things in the classroom 
(some of the items he fixated had to be covered up by “dis-
traction eliminators”), but he learned his classmates’ names, 
and began raising his hand to participate in circle time, had 
fun in math, and used writing to express himself.

     Throughout this period, Alan continued to make enormous 
strides with his one-on-one therapists; learning balance skills 
with Karen that were necessary for mastering cross-country 
skiing and climbing in the Adirondacks, gradually learning to 
use his fingers independently (and type!) with Jeanne, decod-
ing conversations with Tracy, and talking about feelings with 
Wendy.  

Alan also was fascinated by the legalistic “use policies” 
that students had to sign so that they were allowed to 
use the computers, and he developed policies for a vari-
ety of situations.  Here is one for a motel:

Best Western Horseshoe Inn 
Water Use and Interference Policy

Why this is important:
Because sometimes people waste water and interfere with 
somebody elses “OhhhAhhhhs”.
I know that using water is a priveilege.not a right ,and if I abuse that 
priveileige I WILL LOSE IT.
I understand I should not waste water.
I understand I should not put chemicals in the showerheads
I understand I should not put chemicals in the rivers near the motel.
I understnad that if I see somebody watching a movie, I should not 
interfere.
I understand that If I see somebody watching their favorite TV show, 
I should not interfere.
I understand that I should not put chemicals on the nearby reste-
raunts
I understand I should not put chemicals on the doors
I understand I should not put chemicals on the shower certains
I understand I should not put chemicals on the windows
I understand I should not put chemicals on the walls
I understand I should not paint or put chemicals on the ceiling
I understand I should not sharpee the windows
I understand that I should not put chemicals on any DVD or LCD.
I understand I should not cut the cord of any computer
I understand I should not put a black bulb in any lamp.

Notes:
1 At 7:00 PM sharp,7:30 PM sharp,7:45 PM sharp,and 8:00 sharp the 
motel people see if any people have broken the rules
2.If you break the rules the motel people will give you a detention that 
has a room with your fear in it.

Citizen Name________________________________________
Guardian Name_______________________________________
Password ___________________________________________

     Nancy started to get dizzy .... Then efything 
smmed to wirl around er and she fell down.  She tried 
to satand up but her legs went wobbly and she fell 
down again then they took Nancy to the orange cross 
Hospital. Nancy had heard some of the people in this 
hospital did not go out. Sometimes the walls were 
their favorite color. Nancy noticed this hospital had 
a funny shape. It was a octagon. Next morning Nancy 
tried to hear the sounds of Josh and Jake waking up. 
But instead the new and different sounds of the hos-
pital.  “Oh Well” said Nancy. Then Nancy got swept 
into darkness forever. Nancy got nervous because the 
lights of the hospital went off. Now she found her-
self in pitch blackness. The future is as black as ink.

The essay Alan wrote at the end of sixth grade is a wonderful 
summary of his time at Williamstown Elementary School:

To Teach or Not To Teach
 What is  a teacher? Most people think of a teacher as a person 
who works in a school. A teacher’s job is to help people learn by 
explaining things to you, giving homework and makingyou prac-
tice. So a teacher’s job is finished at the end of the school year. 
However, the quote ”The object of teaching  a child is to enable 
him to get along without a teacher” made me think more about 
what a teacher’s job really is. 

  I think this quotation means that once you are taught, you 
will be able to get along without a teacher. One recent thing that 
I learned with Mrs. Galusha this year was how to zip up a jacket. 
Knowing how to zip up a jacket is useful when you are working, 
sledding, or skiing outdoors in the cold, particularly below zero. 
Another improvement  in my skills was in 4th grade and it was 
the mastery of basic math facts. Knowing basic math facts is criti-
cal for success in math in 4th, 5th,6th, 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th, 11th 
and 12th grades. Daddy taught himself to program computers and 
Mommy taught herself to type. Grownups do not have teachers 
and have to teach themselves to do things. 

 To me, education means to learn new subjects that will be use-
ful throughout your daily life. I learn when I study my books. I 
know a lot about first aid by studying my manuals and a lot about 
hiking by studying my hiking guides. Knowing first aid is useful 
because there might be an accident that you could be involved in. 
The four most common accidents are roadside, on the interstate 
highway, on commuter rail, and on subways. If someone were 
badly injured in an accident, knowing first aid would be critical 
for their survival. Knowing how to hike is also useful because you 
might not own a car or be lost in the woods, which would mean 
you would have to use hiking skills to get to the places you want to 
go. 

 Besides the traditional type, there are other teachers in my 
life. Sarah, my dog is a kind of teacher. Sarah taught me how to be 
gentle. Sarah also has taught me that I could communicate without 
words. My Grandma also taught me lots of things. Grandma has 
taught me how to ride a bike and how to cope with emergencies. 

 In 20 years, I think I might be a traffic engineer. What I learn 
in geography will help me plan out roads. Math will help me mea-
sure road sections. Looking back in the school years so far,I would 
not make any changes except I wish that Mr. Payne worked at the 
elementary school. Nancy and Mrs. Galusha have been a big help, 
and having Mr. Payne too would help me keep motivated. 

 After you have learned a skill from a teacher, you gain inde-
pendence.  If I could  learn all by myself, I would be able to get 
along without a teacher. So I think the quote means that a teacher’s 
job ends when the students know how to teach themselves new 
ideas and skills.

Sixth grade ended with the traditional WES musical.  Alan sang and danced in “Annie”, and a new interest, theater lighting, was born.

NO NO NO Disaster     
     One day a disaster came.  It was a bad behavior 
habit.  Victoria got lots of consequences and ended up 
with no navigational thing to look at. And guess what 
else?  Boring history and web sites to look at.  Then 
she started having good behavior. She got to do fun 
stuff like going to summer camp. And each time you 
win A+ you get a blaster sticker.  If you lose F you 
will not see your favorite grown up again because the 
parents will give very severe consequences.

The Hurricane     
   On Saturday morning a hurricane came. It damaged 
buildings. These buildings include: Childrens Hospital 
Boston, Stop and Shop, Big Y and the Williamstown 
Elementary School.  It damaged the distraction elimi-
nators and Nancy got angry. She wanted to cover 
TIME FOR KIDS.  Then Nancy said You are getting 
distracted by TIME FOR KIDS, PLACES Around the 
World. So she covered it up except for the waters 
near the Bering Strait which she could not cover up 
without a fuss. Then Nancy said “I know you love it 
but don’t be distracted”. So she found something 
that was meant to cover up distracting Places around 
the World. She covered up the most distracting plac-
es.

Light Dimming Show Process #1
This is the first show process that requires operating a dimmer switch, one of which you will 
be most interested in.
The show is Jeopardy, one of my favorite shows and America’s Favorite Quiz Show.
Here’s how the show process will work:
1. The TV will be turned on and tuned to channel 7 at 6:55 PM
2. The lights will be dimmed during the final credits of the previous show.
3. The dimming of the lights should do the following:
-make people hush
-make people settle in
- “draw” peoples’ eyes to the TV
4. The lights WILL NOT brighten until the entire show is over(including the final credits)
5. Just before the lights brighten, Uncle Kenn will scout out the house for fires.

     The geographical context in this last story foreshadows 
Alan’s great triumph at the end of 4th grade: coming in sec-
ond (to a sixth grader) in the school-wide geography bee. His 

long hours perusing 
maps, atlases, and 
globes allowed him 
to answer all but 
one question cor-
rectly. The salient 
memory for those of 
us who were there 
was the heartwarm-
ingly vociferous and 
enthusiastic support 
of his fellow fourth 
graders – Alan had 
to cover his ears 
every time he got a 
question right! 

Alan’s sense of humor re-emerged. Drilling with an elec-
tronic toy over the summer had helped him recover his self-
confidence in math, and doing “Math Minute” sheets became 
a pleasure. Alan particularly enjoyed the correction period, 
when students took turns reading their answers.  If other stu-
dents disagreed with the answer, they said “I have a different 
answer!”.  Alan began reading wrong answers just to provoke 
these responses.  The big mischievous grin was the give-
away - Alan had the right answer on his sheet but was mis-
stating it to get the effect he wanted …

     Alan spent a lot of time thinking and talking and writing 
about rules and the consequences of breaking those rules.  
He was the only child in the 4th grade classroom (and the 
only member of his family) who preferred George W. Bush’s 
educational policies: “No Child Left Behind” had conse-
quences for schools that did not do well!

When Alan had his adenoids removed at Children’s Hospital in Boston, he asked a question which has never been satisfactorily answered by any of the many hospital officials who have been asked then and since:      “What happens if there is a fire and the hospital has to be evacuated when someone is in surgery?”

Alan’s writing from fourth grade shows how he was 
working through some of these issues...

An interest that would prove to be lasting was taking 
form: first aid, and what to do in case of a disaster …

If somebody suffers a poisoning emergency on an old train
1. Check the victim’s condition to be sure he or she needs help.
2. Take any poison containers to the conductor.
3. Meanwhile, begin nerological assessment.
4. Do not suspect that the condition will improve over time. Notify 
the conductor as soon as possible and give any poison containers to 
the conductor.
5. Do not pull the emergency cord. It will only delay the train and 
keep help from reaching the sick passenger. A sick person suffering 
poisoning is better off if the train stops at the next convienent station 
where medical help will be waiting, without interruption.
After the emergency has been settled:
1. Determine whether there is a upset and/or impatient passenger.
2. Determine what poison the person swallowed.
The following things will be done, but not involving us:
1. The conductor will have a big talk with the train dispatcher about 
the emergency.
2. The dispatcher may have suggestions such as hiding poisons when 
the train is in use.

Excerpts from Alan’s IEP Goals 
Jane Culnane

- Alan will independently initiate, maintain (i.e. commenting and an-
swering questions) and terminate conversations with the appropriate 
volume and eye contact.  
- Alan will recognize faces and emotions and respond appropriately to 
them in a variety of situations.
- Alan will ask for changes in his environment (i.e. removal of a distract-
ing stimulus) using the appropriate intonation.
- Alan will improve his ability to raise his hand unprompted to partici-
pate in a classroom discussion or answer a question.
- Alan will improve his ability to write a sequential, coherent story that 
includes only relevant details.
- Alan will improve his ability to recall recently taught strategies when 
prompted.
- When prompted, Alan will generate alternatives for approaching aca-
demic tasks or social situations.
- Alan will apply skills he has learned across different settings (i.e. 
home/classroom or PT/playground)


